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Research project �nds ‘high degree’ of support for
developing restorative aquaculture along New
South Wales coast

13 May 2024
By Responsible Seafood Advocate

Restorative aquaculture could signi�cantly drive economic growth in the
NSW South Coast but implementation challenges remain, research says

A new research project assessing the potential of restorative aquaculture in New South Wales (NSW), Australia reveals strong
support from local communities and First Nations for developing the blue economy industry on the south coast.

With $289,000 in funding from the New South Wales (NSW) government, the University of Wollongong’s Blue Futures team and the
Blue Economy CRC collaborated with key industry players like Sea Health Products and AusKelp, stakeholders, Indigenous rights
holders and community members. They aimed to investigate the potential for developing kelp and mussel aquaculture in the region.

The study found a very high degree of in-principle support for developing this industry across the NSW South Coast, with an average
of 76 percent of survey participants responding positively to the question, “Would you like to see regenerative aquaculture in your
LGA?” 

The study also discovered that restorative aquaculture could signi�cantly drive economic growth in the NSW South Coast by
attracting investment and creating jobs in a sustainable �eld. The region is home to restorative aquaculture industry pioneers
charting a course for those who follow.

(https://bspcerti�cation.org/)

Finally, the study identi�ed a strong interest across First Nation communities and organizations in being leaders in a restorative
aquaculture industry, particularly if it can be designed in a way that restores Sea Country.

“If successful, this may do more than just create local jobs and deliver high-protein foods and products in an environmentally friendly

(https://www.globalseafood.org)

https://bspcertification.org/
https://www.globalseafood.org/
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way,” said Christopher Ride, Founder of Auskelp and project partner states. “Kelp farming may just help to preserve kelp in NSW
waters over the longer term.”

Despite these opportunities, the study also identi�ed some key challenges that industry and government must navigate to meet the
considerable potential of restorative aquaculture for the NSW South Coast.

“Regenerative aquaculture is currently constrained by a regulatory pathway to approval that places prohibitive levels of risk on
individual proponents,” said Michelle Voyer, project lead from the University of Wollongong.

In addition, while regenerative aquaculture as a concept enjoys very high levels of community support in the region, it faces
challenges in implementation at a local scale, with existing proposals drawing mixed responses, and in some cases strong
opposition, in local communities.

“Maintaining a high level of public support and the trust of local communities will be contingent on demonstrating that regenerative
aquaculture is a nature-positive industry with direct and indirect bene�ts to community and the environment,” said Angela
Williamson, Blue Economy CRC Director, Blue Policy and Planning. “Ensuring that site selection is conducted in partnership with
existing ocean users such as �shers and tourism operators, local communities, and especially First Nations and Native Title
applicants will be crucial for securing local support.”

A research project assessing the potential of restorative aquaculture in New South Wales (NSW), Australia reveals strong support for
developing the blue economy industry on the south coast. Photo credit: The Blue Economy CRC.
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To support the transition and responsible growth of a restorative aquaculture industry in NSW South Coast, the research makes
recommendations focused on the establishment of research trial sites, co-designed site selection and the development of a
framework to support First Nation industry leadership.

The research suggests several steps to help grow a sustainable aquaculture industry on the NSW South Coast. These include setting
up research trial sites, choosing locations in collaboration with local communities and creating a plan to ensure that First Nation
leaders play a key role in the industry.

“With further collective effort across government, industry, research and the community, we see a strong and vibrant future for a
regenerative aquaculture industry on the NSW south coast,” said Voyer.

Download the full reports (https://blueeconomycrc.com.au/collaborativeproject/regenerative-aquaculture-nsw/?
utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_SIBXfniQ64-aFOBY79Wlx9OnwnBkJDB811ShswshEXIFbS4Cv6iG_04ftLGhHBScdHw-
JZgFSW3QLDAXJw3aFUWU_3yM1TGIpmSZY29CF04kuWw0&_hsmi=303384433&utm_content=303384433&utm_source=hs_email).

@GSA_Advocate (https://twitter.com/GSA_Advocate)
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Study: Aquaculture can be ‘part of the
solution’ to marine ecosystem restoration

A new study has identified 12 potential ecological benefits of
aquaculture, which can help marine ecosystem restoration.
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