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Priorities include combating IUU fishing, boosting climate
change resilience and reducing food waste across the value
chain

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) with financial assistance from the
Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (Norad) is providing technical support to develop
fisheries and aquaculture in Sri Lanka.

“Fisheries and aquaculture contribute immensely to food security, livelihoods and economic
development,” said Trine Jgranli Eskedal, Norwegian Ambassador to Sri Lanka and the Maldives. “It is
crucial to protect fisheries and the abundant resources of this country. This new project aims to
safeguard the fisheries and aquaculture resources in Sri Lanka, which is timely and important.”

More than 50 percent of animal protein requirements of Sri Lankans are obtained through fish
consumption. However, the fishery industry in Sri Lanka is experiencing challenges due to the increase
in fuel prices, production costs and prices of fish. Rising fish prices have negatively impacted the
affordability of fish and fisheries-related products, particularly for low-income groups.

“Finding ways of reducing fish loss and waste and reducing production costs by introducing energy-
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FAO and Norad are helping develop the aquaculture and fisheries in Sri Lanka, with issues including 1UU
fishing and climate change. Photo by Peter van der Sluijs, via Wikimedia Commons.

efficient fishing vessels and use of alternative energy sources has been a challenge,” said Jayantha
Chandrasoma, Secretary to the State Ministry of Fisheries. “With the support provided by FAO and
Norway, we will be able to address some of these key issues confronted by the fisheries industry.”

SHELE [IFE

i%. 0ZONe

N X

0 EESNGER HAVE TO Shith BY AR

(https://www.o3illc.com/seafood)

Vimlendra Sharan, FAO Representative for Sri Lanka and the Maldives, highlighted that fishers have
been struggling to keep their livelihoods afloat amidst numerous challenges, such as climate
variabilities and the COVID-19 pandemic. Now, they are now seeing their profession rocked by the
impacts of the economic crisis.

https://www.globalseafood.org/advocate/norway-and-fao-to-help-strengthen-aquaculture-and-fisheries-in-sri-lanka/?headlessPrint=...  2/4


https://www.o3illc.com/seafood

6/1/2022 Norway and FAO to help strengthen aquaculture and fisheries in Sri Lanka - Responsible Seafood Advocate

“FAO works to increase the resilience of people and their livelihoods in the face of threats and crises,”

said Sharan. “To weather these difficult times and enable the long-term continuity of the fisheries and
aquaculture sector, it is imperative to build institutional capacities that protect small-scale fishers who
play a big role in feeding their families and the nation.”

Eat the whole fish: A discussion of
culture, economics and food waste
solutions

The Big Fish Series explored the logistical and cultural challenges in
front of greater whole-fish consumption and how much seafood is being
wasted.

@ Global Seafood Alliance

The FAO-Norad global collaboration will work with the Ministry of Fisheries on three focus areas in Sri
Lanka: develop capacities to implement robust Port State Measures to combat illegal, unreported and
unregulated (IUU) fishing; increase the resilience of the fisheries and aquaculture sector to climate
change; and reduce food loss and waste along the fisheries value chain in Sri Lanka.

The project will support policymakers and management experts, trade and industry experts, fishers, fish
farmers and fish workers. It is aimed at enhancing the socio-economic development of the fisheries and
aquaculture sector through the responsible use of fisheries resources.

Follow the Advocate on Twitter @GSA_Advocate (https:/twitter.com/GSA_Advocate)
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