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Fisheries

ISSF: Nearly 50 percent of tuna stocks
are subject to over�shing

26 July 2024
By Responsible Seafood Advocate

Latest ISSF report reveals nearly 50 percent of major tuna
stocks successfully avoid over�shing and meet target
biomass levels

A new report commissioned by the International Seafood Sustainability Foundation (ISFF) shows that
almost 50 percent of major tuna stocks successfully avoid over�shing and maintain target stock
biomass levels – an improvement from 35 percent in March 2023.

The report, An Evaluation of the Sustainability of Global Tuna Stocks Relative to Marine Stewardship
Council Criteria (https://www.iss-foundation.org/about-issf/what-we-publish/issf-documents/issf-
2024-06-an-evaluation-of-the-sustainability-of-global-tuna-stocks-relative-to-marine-stewardship-
council-criteria/), found that 11 of the 23 major commercial tuna stocks worldwide are successfully
avoiding over�shing and maintaining target stock biomass levels when measured against the Marine
Stewardship Council (MSC) Fisheries Standard. In the March 2023 edition of the ISSF report, eight
stocks passed Principle 1. In this year’s report, three additional stocks received a passing score, with
improvements in the Paci�c and Southern blue�n compared to last year.

The 11 stocks are Western Atlantic skipjack, North Atlantic albacore, South Atlantic albacore, Eastern
Atlantic blue�n, Western Paci�c yellow�n, Western Paci�c bigeye, Western Paci�c skipjack, Eastern
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Paci�c yellow�n, Eastern Paci�c skipjack, Indian Ocean skipjack and Southern Ocean blue�n. These
stocks achieved a passing score for the Standard’s Principle 1, “Sustainable Fish Stocks,” which
requires �sheries to be managed in a manner that does not lead to over�shing or depletion of exploited
�sh populations. Several stocks in the Atlantic, Paci�c and Indian Oceans still received failing scores,
consistent with last year’s �ndings.

The latest ISSF report reveals that nearly half of major tuna stocks successfully avoid over�shing and
meet target biomass levels. Photo by Isaac Mijangos (https://www.pexels.com/photo/underwater-
photography-of-a-swimming-blue�n-12829694/).

https://www.pexels.com/photo/underwater-photography-of-a-swimming-bluefin-12829694/
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The ISSF report scores tuna stocks based on the MSC standard, allowing for comparisons between
stocks, helping with future certi�cations and showing the current status of stocks and Regional
Fisheries Management Organization (RFMO) performance since 2013.

MSC Principle 1 requires �sheries to avoid over�shing and help depleted populations recover. The
report attributes failing scores to poor stock status, lack of clear harvest control rules and ineffective
harvest tools.

Seven out of 23 stocks have fully implemented well-de�ned harvest control rules. However, the report
notes failure to implement controls before rebuilding is required continues to contribute to an
increasing number of stocks failing to meet minimum requirements on harvest control rules.

Read the full report here (https://www.iss-foundation.org/about-issf/what-we-publish/issf-
documents/issf-2024-06-an-evaluation-of-the-sustainability-of-global-tuna-stocks-relative-to-
marine-stewardship-council-criteria/).
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