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Fisheries

IOTC adopts ‘ambitious and stringent’
management framework for drifting
FADs

24 May 2024
By Responsible Seafood Advocate

IOTC resolution immediately bans use of fully non-
biodegradable drifting �sh aggregating devices

After three years of negotiations and based on a proposal from the EU, the Members of the Indian
Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) adopted a resolution for the management of drifting �sh aggregating
devices (FADs). They also agreed on several other measures that are key for the sustainable
management of stocks in the Indian Ocean. Overall, 11 new conservation and �shery management
measures were adopted.

Since 2022, the EU has consistently presented proposals to improve and tighten the management of
FADs in the Indian Ocean. Purse seine vessels, including those �agged in Member States of the EU, use
a majority of drifting FADs in the high seas, while coastal communities tend to use anchored FADs that
are located closer to the coastline.

Based on an EU proposal, the IOTC adopted “the most ambitious and stringent” management
framework for drifting FADs in any ocean to date, which includes:
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The immediate prohibition of the use of fully non-biodegradable drifting FADs;
The gradual phase-out of non-biodegradable components in drifting FADs to fully biodegradable
FADs in 2030;
The reduction of the number of drifting FADs per vessel (from 300 today to 250 FADs in 2026
and 225 in 2028, the lowest limit ever adopted in a regional �sheries management organization);
The introduction of the �rst-ever register of FADs to ensure improved control of this �shing
practice.

IOTC resolution bans the use of fully non-biodegradable drifting �sh aggregating devices and takes
other �shery management measures.
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The parties to the IOTC agreed on management procedures for skipjack tuna and sword�sh that will
allow for “a much more informed, automatic and science-based decision-making process” in the IOTC.
The adoption of these measures, sponsored by the EU, places the IOTC at the forefront of modern
�shery management. The IOTC is the �rst tuna RFMO to adopt management procedures for sword�sh,
a non-tuna species, and to have management procedures for two out of the three tropical tuna stocks –
skipjack and bigeye tuna.

However, a �sheries closure of one month in the Indian Ocean was not adopted, which the EU
Commission said would have “helped the recovery of the yellow�n tuna and bigeye tuna stocks, which
are currently over�shed.”

Download the full agreement here
(https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_2683).
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Fisheries in Focus: What are fish
aggregating devices and why is there
debate about banning them?

Use of fish aggregating devices increases fishing efficiency but can
potentially increase bycatch and ocean pollution if FADs are lost or
abandoned.
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