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Leading experts exploring new approaches for preventing
aquatic fish diseases

Horizon Europe has launched a new aquaculture research project to improve fish health and welfare,
with the aim to enhance the resilience of EU aquaculture.

Funded by the EU Horizon Europe program, Cure4Aqua is a €4.8 million (U.S $5 million), four-year
aquaculture research project that will develop new approaches to prevent aquatic fish diseases through
innovative prophylaxis and technologies for early disease detection, while also supporting the
advancement of alternative treatments to replace pharmaceuticals in disease control.

“There is an urgent need to solve some of the major shortcomings and constraints that the European
aquaculture industry is facing,” said Ivona Mladineo, Cure4Aqua project coordinator and researcher at
the Institute of Parasitology (BCAS) in the Czech Republic. “Cure4Aqua will address these issues by
building a co-creative approach with other players interested and involved in the aquaculture.”

https://www.globalseafood.org/advocate/eu-launches-5m-aquaculture-research-project-to-enhance-farmed-fish-health-and-welfare/... 1/3


https://www.globalseafood.org/

5/29/2024 EU launches $5M aquaculture research project to enhance farmed fish health and welfare - Responsible Seafood Advo...

Funded by the EU Horizon Europe program, Cure4Aqua is a €4.8 million (U.S $5 million) four-year
aquaculture research project that will develop new approaches to prevent aquatic fish diseases. Photo
by Mali Maeder (https:/www.pexels.com/photo/pile-of-fish-229789/).

Under this project, researchers from 16 countries are teaming up to transform aquatic animal health
and welfare within the European aquaculture industry, while also supporting “the environmentally
friendly, inclusive, safe and healthy production of seafood.” Leading experts will focus on these key
actions:
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Develop cost-effective vaccines to prevent diseases in farmed fish

Implement selective breeding programs to improve stress and disease management

Develop innovative alternatives to antibiotics for controlling fish diseases at various life stages
Develop new tools and artificial intelligence-based technology to improve fish health and welfare
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e Improve diagnostics of fish pathogens
 Integrate farmer and fish welfare as a priority of aquaculture production by developing high
welfare standards that consider different life stages, production systems and knowledge of

welfare needs.

Farmed seafood is an important source of protein for food and animal feed, with a low-carbon
footprint, essential to help build a sustainable food system. However, the control of pathogens
continues to be a major challenge for the sector. This is particularly relevant for Europe, where there is a
great variety of species and production systems, which hinders the implementation of good husbandry
practices tailored to each aquatic species.

“Research must be at the forefront of positive changes that will ensure our food systems are
sustainable while caring about high health and welfare standards for fish,” said Mladineo.
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