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Intelligence

American Unagi breaks ground on
land-based eel farm in Maine

5 August 2021

By Responsible Seafood Advocate

Construction of a new 27,000-square-foot facility ‘a big
moment for the growth’ for the company
American Unagi, an aquaculture company that cultivates and sells locally sourced, responsibly raised
eels in the United States, has broken ground on Maine’s �rst land-based eel aquaculture facility.

“We’re building a very e�cient facility,” said Sara Rademaker, American Unagi’s founder and president.
“We’ve been thoughtful about our footprint and environmental impact, consulting with the �shing
industry and Town of Waldoboro.”

Located in the Waldoboro Business Park, the new (U.S.) $10 million facility will be the �rst of its kind in
the U.S. to grow Maine eels to market size. Using a recirculating aquaculture system (RAS) facility, the
equipment was designed by ACE – a seasoned RAS design-build specialist based in the Netherlands.

“We chose ACE because of its commitment to innovation and e�ciency,” Rademaker said. “They’ve
assisted us in designing a farm that outperforms competing products and allows us to scale up to
meet the strong demand for our eels.”

Originally scheduled for 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic stalled the construction of the 27,000-square-
foot facility. But as of July 2021, “concrete is being poured and pipes are being laid,” paving the way for
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the company’s future. Once the new facility opens its doors, the company predicts that production will
be boosted to more than 500,000 pounds – an estimated 5 percent of the U.S. eel market.

“This is a big moment for the growth of American Unagi,” said Rademaker.

Overall, the company seeks to address a pressing problem: speci�cally, that most eels bought by
Americans are imported, which injects “a level of uncertainty” into the production process. In response,
Rademaker founded American Unagi in 2014 to bring responsible eel cultivation to American soil.

Eel producer American Unagi has broken ground on a 27,000-square foot recirculating aquaculture
system near the coast of Maine. Photo by James Wright.
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“Our goal has always been to create the most transparent and traceable product possible,” said
Rademaker. “Our source of eels and method of production, which makes our eels popular with chefs
and consumers alike, is unprecedented in the industry.”

The company sources its eels locally and raises them to market size without the use of hormones or
antibiotics. It works exclusively with licensed Maine glass eel harvesters, which ensures that the eels
are homegrown and adhere to state and federal regulations.

“There are two groups of people who touch our eels before they leave the farm: our �shing industry
partners along Maine’s coast and our team at the farm, who grow the eels to size and then process
them into easy-to-use butter�ied �llets or ready-to-eat smoked eel,” said Rademaker.

Ultimately, the new facility will enable expanded partnerships with Maine’s glass eel harvesters, as well
as spearhead 14 new jobs in the area. Looking long-term, U.S. Senator Susan Collins applauded the
expansion, noting that “innovation and diversi�cation in Maine’s aquaculture industry” will not only
strengthen economic opportunities within the state but also confront sustainability challenges at the
national level:

“By constructing the �rst land-based eel aquaculture facility in Maine, American Unagi is endeavoring to
responsibly expand this critical sector of our economy while sustainably harvesting eels for consumers
across the country,” Collins said.

Follow the Advocate on Twitter @GAA_Advocate (https://twitter.com/GAA_Advocate)
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American Unagi brings eel farming back
‘home’

Sara Rademaker launched American Unagi to shift eel farming to
American soil, where the eels are from. Why? Because of the novelty,
and because she saw an opportunity to do things better.
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